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Confidentiality Statement

Overview of statement here - See Appendix B

Overview

The purpose of the ARConnect BEAD Pre-Registration process is a way for providers to go through
qualifying or gating steps that will determine if they are eligible to participate in the ARConnect
BEAD bidding/application process. The pre-registration process asks questions about the
organization or company and collects information critical to assessing eligibility, not about a
specific project area.

Questions related to policy or procedural items should be directed to:

e broadband@arkansas.gov

Questions related to technical assistance with the Grantor Portal (which includes the pre-
registration module) should be directed to:

e helpdesk@ready.net

Note: Due to ongoing discussions between federal agencies and Arkansas’ partners, the information
in this document is subject to change. Any changes will be announced through official channels and
documented in a change log.

The intended audience of this Applicant User Guide is the representative from an eligible
organization (insert source) that will be completing the pre-registration application. The
application needs to be completed by an officer of the company or legal representative with binding
authority to make these attestations.

Why Pre-Registration?

The BEAD NOFO (Section IV.D) requires Eligible Entities to ensure that all prospective subgrantees
can carry out activities funded by the subgrant in a competent manner and in compliance with all
applicable laws. The NTIA published a Subgrantee Qualifications Evaluation Guide which gives
Eligible Entities an overview of the BEAD NOFO requirements and how to evaluate the
qualifications of prospective BEAD subgrantees.

Subgrantee qualifications act as gating criteria, meaning prospective subgrantees must meet the
standards to be eligible for funding. Please note that gating criteria are not scoring criteria. Gating
criteria, also called eligibility criteria, help determine which subgrant applicants are qualified to
compete, whereas scoring criteria support the subgrant selection process.

ARConnect is committed to wisely spending the over 1 billion dollars that have been awarded to the
State in BEAD funds. Applicants will be required to submit prequalification applications to confirm
the following:

- 4]
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1. They meet basic financial, managerial, technical, operational, and other regulatory and
disclosure requirements, as described in Sections 2.4.11 through 2.4.17 of ARConnect’s
Initial Proposal Volume II? and by the BEAD guidelines.

2. Certification of applicant’s history and planned continuance of compliance with relevant
labor laws and disclosure of past violations, as described in Sections 2.7.1 and 2.7.2 of
ARConnect’s [nitial Proposal Volume Il and required by the BEAD guidelines.

3. Certification of applicant’s willingness to abide by certain BEAD requirements, such as
support for BABA and EHP requirements and anti-collusion and conflict-of-interest
provisions, as described in ARConnect’s Initial Proposal Volume Il and pursuant to the
Arkansas state policy on anti-collusion.

How do I Pre-Register?

The pre-registration process takes place in the ARConnect BEAD Grantor Portal. The Pre-
Registration module is one of the many modules, and it can be found under the Apply BEAD
dropdown. Once selecting Pre-Registration, a screen with a “Get Started” button, like the one
pictured below, will appear. After clicking on the button, the application will open. It has five
sections, each with questions and/or required documentation specific to that section.

GLAD TO SEE YOU HERE
Welcome To The BEAD Pre-Qualification
Process!

Tha pre-cualilication process is reguined to ecome an eigiok: BEAD spoicent

Gt Started!

The following guidance provides insight about navigating, completing, and submitting the Pre-
Registration Application.

Answering Questions

e A Pre-Registration Application is not considered complete unless all 50 questions are
answered.

1 Initial Proposal Volume Il is pending approval by NTIA. The final version will be made available upon
approval.

.
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Uploading Documents

e You may upload documents either individually or in bulk.
e Ensure all required documents are uploaded to avoid delays in your application processing.

Click or drag file to this area to upload

Support for a single or bulk upload.

How Do I Track My Progress?

e Your progress is tracked throughout the application process.
e Sections will be marked as complete as you finish them, and the percentage complete will
be displayed.

Pre-Qualification

1.Required Certifications > 2. Applicant Qualifications > 3.Deployment Commitments >

Navigating Sections and Subsections

e Use the Next and Back buttons to move Financial Capab|||t|es

sequentially through the application.
e You can also hop to different subsections if you

need to review or update information. Managerial Capabilities

Saving Your Application Technical Capabilities

e Be sure to click Save Application between
sessions to ensure your work is saved.

e This allows you to return to your application Organizational Capabilities
later without losing any progress.

Regulatory Compliance

Save Application ‘ < Back ‘
6
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Reviewing and Submitting

e Once you have completed all sections, review your entire application to ensure all
information is accurate.
e You can download a PDF version of your application for your records.

Pre-Qualification

© 1. Recuired Certfications © 2. Applican: Quaitications © 3. Deployment Commitmants © 4 Sendce Commitments © 5.\Workiorea Plan

Review And Submit Download PDF '

Required Certifications
Hislor i
% g e Buil wal
Basic Certifications View Section >
Laber Laws
“ 1 Provide yeur SAM gov Unigue Fntity £ araal Boycott Restriction Certi...
Low Cost Plan Certification
123453789
Subcontractor Recydrements
2 Do you cartify your comrizment to sdhere to all applicsile BEAD progrsm recuiremants, Applicant Qualficationg e
d RCore sl Pr al, Primy -] 3
descrbed In the ARCornect initla Propossl, Aopleant Primer, and Pre-quatfleation Financial Capablities
Apmication?
Yoz Mo
"3 Sroud any set of your bids b lully awarded by ARConnect, do you affiom your Ceralional Capabilties

comitrent to complete &l planmec work a5 described in your bids and accept that any Resgulisnry Coeng

taiure 1o fllow-theough on planred werk, as deseribed In yeur bid, or violation of any
Sho . Supply Chain Ris

ure anils i this Pree-qus shall b conschered a

wiclation of the grart agreemnent and sukbject to penaties, ncluding claw-back of funds, at the
discretion of ARConnect?
| canfirm Deployment Commitments
Sarvice Commitments
" 4. [0 you certity that all aspects of your bics wil be srived at indeperdantly and without ary Workforce Plan
swllusion with ary olher entilies, realed o otherase? =
Final Attestation

Save Application — Back | Submit Prequalification —

| anfirm

Attestations

e As part of the pre-qualification application, you will be asked to complete several
attestations.
e Be sure to read each attestation closely before confirming.

2. Applicant Qualifications 3. Deployment And Service Commitments 4. Final Attestation 5. Review & Submit
Environmental Preservation Certifications View Section >
Required Certifications v
7. Do you certify your understanding and intention to comply with all applicable Basic Certifications
environmental preservation laws, such as the National Environmental Policy Act .
Environmental Preserv...
(NEPA)?
. Historical Preservation ...
| certify
Build America, Buy Ame...
*8. Da you certify that you will secure all necessary federal, state, and local Labor Laws

government permits and approvals required for the proposed work and a

i : ) . . Boycott Restriction Cer...
timeline of all project areas for which you are the final award recipient?

) Low Cost Plan Certifica...
| certify

Subcontractor Require...

*9. Do you certify that you will design and deploy all projects in such a way as to ) o
minimize the potential of adverse environmental impacts? Applicant Qualifications

| certify Financial Capabilities

Mananarial Manshilitiae

- ]7]
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Submitting Your Application

e After submitting your pre-registration application, you will be redirected to your
Application Homepage.

e Here, you can see the status of your application.

e You will receive email notifications regarding updates to the status of your application.

Applicants are encouraged to review the Pre-Registration Prep List and the ARConnect Pre-
Registration Application Questions prior to completing the pre-registration. The information, which
is included in this guide, will help streamline the process.

Home

#+ BEAD pre-qualification process is now open!

“ou can submit your pre-ualification application within a 2 week period from May 28th to June 1 1th. In the event that Arkansas requests sdditicnal information, you wil have 5 business days to
tespon

& BEAD Pre-Qualification Team ~  Summary
Pra-gualfication process s reguired 1o becorne an elgilble BEAD spplicant. TOUB TEAMMATES APPLICATION SURMITTEL
O seemn il
A Invite Teammates 2

Resources

When do I Pre-Register?

Pre-registration opens on July 8, 2024, and is anticipated to close on September 27, 2024.
Applicants are encouraged to apply earlier and to check their portal for progress on their
submission. The tentative pre-registration completion deadline of September 27, 2024, is subject to
change based on ARConnect’s overall BEAD Program timeline. Program deadline changes will be
communicated via emails generated by the portal.

If an applicant receives a request for more information, ARConnect requests that the applicant
respond as soon as possible and before the submission window ends.

ARConnect will make all reasonable efforts to work with applicants to help them with their
submissions.

Assistance is available through:

e Arkansas Grants Program Helpdesk: argrants@mbakerintl.com
o Helpdesk Phone: 501-244-1098
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Pre-Registration Prep List
Alist of items or knowledge needed to complete this application include:
[ SAM.gov Unique Entity ID [12-character alphanumeric ID]

[ Completed Contract and Grant Disclosure and Certification Form

[ Detailed plan for supply chain compliant with Build America, Buy America Act requirements.

[ A description of your policies ensuring fair labor law compliance of your contractors and
subcontractors, including at least one specific example of how these policies were implemented
with a contractor in the last three years.

[1 Audited financial statements from your company’s most recent fiscal year (if available).

O If your company does not have audited financial statements as part of your regular business
operations, you will need to provide financial statements from the previous fiscal year.

L] Resumes for key management personnel who may be involved in completion of BEAD-funded
projects in Arkansas. At minimum, this should include resumes for all C-suite officers and at least
one senior leader who will be accountable for the success of the BEAD-funded deployment in
Arkansas.

01 Organization charts for parent and subsidy companies likely to be involved in BEAD-funded
activity in Arkansas including top-level leadership and person accountable for BEAD-funded
activity.

0] A narrative explanation of managerial capabilities as related to BEAD deployment, include
experience and qualifications of key managerial personnel, leadership’s experience with projects of
similar size and scope, any recent or upcoming mergers or acquisitions, and any relevant policies.

U Proof of current licensing from relevant regulatory bodies permitting your operations in
Arkansas in the form of scanned or photographed documents.

[ Three examples of past work demonstrating experience in designing and successfully delivering
projects of similar size, duration, and complexity.

[ A plan to manage risks in your supply chain, such as mitigation of geopolitical risks, inflationary
risks, or other risks that could materially impact project budget or delivery.

01 A detailed plan to guarantee cybersecurity for all planned networks in line with the BEAD
requirements as described in ARConnect’s Initial Proposal Volume II Section 2.16.4.

U The number of years during which you have been providing uninterrupted internet service in
Arkansas as well as the number of years providing uninterrupted service in other U.S. states and
territories.

- o]
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0 The number of locations currently subscribed to internet services through your networks and
plans.

01 A list of all federally- or Arkansas State-funded deployment projects, along with their funding
sources and completion or non-completion timelines in Excel format.

0] A detailed disclosure of ownership and related companies, as required and set forth in the Code
of Federal Regulations Title 47 § 1.2112(a)(1)- (7).

L] A written narrative of any penalties you or a subsidiary, affiliate, or holding company has
incurred in the last five years related to development projects funded by State or Federal
broadband grants.

[ The name and details of any instances in the last five years in which you have been found liable
in federal or state criminal proceedings or civil litigation related to federally- or state-funded
broadband deployment or services.

01 If there is a pending or completed enforcement action, civil litigation, or any other matter related
to non-compliance or alleged non-compliance with page 75 of the BEAD NOFO, you will need to
provide an explanation.

[ If you have exclusively operated an electric transmission or distribution service, you will need to
provide qualified operating or financial reports that have been filed with the relevant financial
institution during the time period of your operations.

0 If you do not have any experience operating in Arkansas, and therefore are unable to
demonstrate past compliance/disclosure of any historic violations for relevant federal and
Arkansas state law - including laws related to the Occupational Safety and Health Act, Fair Labor
Standards Act, or other applicable laws — you will need to submit a certification of past compliance
or disclosure of historic violations for States in which you have operated. If you or any other entities
participating in the project, including contractors and subcontractors, have any labor and
employment law violations, including violations of other States’ labor and employment laws over
the past three years, please disclose those violations.

00 A document sharing policies and procedures designed to ensure compliance with occupational
health and safety laws, including protection for worker-led healthy and safety committees.

- Jw]
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ARConnect BEAD Pre-Registration Application Questions

The pre-registration process is broken into segments, including Required Certifications, Applicant
Qualifications, Deployment and Service Commitments, Final Attestation, and Review & Submit. The
following list includes the questions applicants must answer as part of the pre-registration process
on the ARConnect BEAD Grantor Portal.

Section 1: Required Certifications

1. Provide your SAM.gov Unique Entity ID (If your company does not already have a UEI, please
obtain one by visiting sam.gov and registering)

2. Do you certify your commitment to adhere to all applicable BEAD program requirements,
described in the ARConnect Initial Proposal, Applicant Primer, and Pre-Registration Application?

3. Should any set of your bids be fully awarded by ARConnect, do you affirm your commitment to
complete all planned work as described in your bids and accept that any failure to follow-through
on planned work, as described in your bid, or violation of any certifications or commitments in this
Pre-registration Application shall be considered a violation of the grant agreement and subject to
penalties, including claw-back of funds, at the discretion of ARConnect?

4. Do you certify that all aspects of your bids will be arrived at independently?

5. Do you certify your understanding of and commitment to abide by all Arkansas and Federal anti-
collusion laws? See § 19-11-24.0 for additional information.

https://www.dfa.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/procurementOffice /lawsRegs.pdf

6. Please provide information related to potential conflicts of interest, as required under the terms
of Executive Order 98-04 and the Regulations pursuant thereto, using the Contract and Grant
Disclosure and Certification Form.

https://www.transform.ar.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04 /contgrantform.pdf

'CONTRACT AND GRANT DISCLOSURE AND CERTIFICATION FORM

Please note you will need to

. . " . Failure 1o complete a of the following information may resull in a delay in oblasning a contract, lease, o grant State Agen:
download this form, save it, fill it out, I Ves No
and then r'e-up[oad, TAXPAYER ID NAME. | | Goods? ] Services?| | Both?

YOUR LAST NaAME: FRST NAME: e

ADORESS:

[ia2 STATE: 2 copE: COUNTRY:
AS A CONDITION OF OBTAINING. EXTENDING, AMENDING. OR RENEWING A CONTRACT, LEASE, PURCHASE AGREEMENT,
RANT AWARD WITH ANY ARKANSAS STATE AGENCY, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION MUST BE DISCLOSED:

FoRr INDIVIDUALS"

e e ‘General Assembly, Consiitutonal Oficar, State Board or Commession
Member, or State Empiov

Whatia o parson(s) name and hovt e theyrlated 0 you?
Position Held Muk() o o oo o tel || Pek Hosrbomgr? Lo Jane & Publ, poua Johr & Pble, . chd, e

s ramer | s commtan ot 1 e Person's Name(s) Relaton

General Assembly
Constitutional Officar

State Board or Commission
Member

State Employee
None of the above applies

For aN ENTITY (BUSINESS)*
o

o IMETCS! Of 107% of GFeater In Ihe eniity: Membar of he Ganeral Assembly, Consuubonal
Commission

Ol St
Mambar or Stoe Empc

management of the entity.
W‘m:ﬂ R U S T
& positon o

For How Long? were st andior

Fom | To
vy | vy Person’s Nar "*( J

N Pasition Held

Fosion of
Inforest (%) ___ Conirol

General Assembly
Constitutional Officer
Stale Board or Commission

State Employee
7T None of ha abavo appiies



https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.dfa.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/procurementOffice/lawsRegs.pdf
https://www.transform.ar.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/contgrantform.pdf

ARCONNECT @
BEAD PRE-REGISTRATION APPLICANT USER GUIDE ARConnect

Environmental Preservation Certifications
7. Do you certify your understanding and intention to comply with all applicable environmental

preservation laws, such as the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)?

8. Do you certify that you will secure all necessary federal, state, and local government permits and
approvals required for the proposed work and a timeline of all project areas for which you are the
final award recipient?

9. Do you certify that you will design and deploy all projects in such a way as to minimize the
potential of adverse environmental impacts?

Historical Preservation Certification

10. Do you commit to abide by any agreed-upon resolutions to mitigate the effects of proposed
projects on Arkansas Historical and Heritage sites, should your project plan trigger NHPA Section
106 review?

Build America Buy America (BABA) Certifications
11. Do you certify your understanding and intention to comply with all Build America, Buy America

Act requirements?

12. Please provide your detailed plan for a supply chain compliant with Build America, Buy America
Act requirements.

Labor Law Certifications

13. Do you certify your commitment to abide by all relevant Arkansas and Federal labor laws?

14. Do you certify your historical commitment and compliance with fair labor laws for at least the
last three years? Do you further certify that your use of contracting and subcontracting
arrangements complies with fair labor laws and includes safeguards for the labor practices of
contractors and subcontractors?

15. Do you certify that you will support employee-led workplace safety commissions for the
duration of your BEAD-funded deployment activity?

16. Please describe your policies ensuring fair labor law compliance of your contractors and
subcontractors, including at least one specific example of how these policies were implemented
with a contractor in the last three years.

Boycott Restriction Certifications

17. Do you certify that you do not currently boycott Israel and will not boycott Israel during any
time in which you are in contract with the State of Arkansas for BEAD funding?

18. Do you certify that you will not employ illegal immigrants during any time in which you are in
contract with the State of Arkansas for BEAD funding?

e, ETY
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19. Do you certify that you do not currently boycott, and for the duration of the contract will not
boycott, an energy, fossil fuel, firearms, or ammunition industry?

Low-Cost Plan Certification

20. Do you certify that you will offer a low-cost plan as described in the ARConnect Initial Proposal
Volume II?

Subcontractor Requirements

21. Do you certify that you will take all NTIA-required affirmative steps to ensure minority
businesses, women’s business enterprises, and labor surplus area firms are used when possible,
including the following requirements, as outlined on pages 88-89 of the BEAD NOFO?

22. Please certify that you will provide lists of contractors and contractor conflict of interest
disclosures prior to contract signing.

Section 2: Applicant Qualifications

Financial Capabilities

23. Do you certify that you will have access to sufficient funds available to cover all project costs for
areas for which you intend to bid? Certification should consider funds needed beyond the
anticipated grant amount, such as the BEAD-mandated 25% match, as well as fund availability to
cover project costs prior to receiving reimbursement from BEAD?

24. Do you have audited financial statements from your company's most recent fiscal year?
If so, please upload them. *

24a. If your company does not have audited financial statements as part of your regular
business operations, submit unaudited financial statements from the previous fiscal year

24b. If your company does | Financial Capabilities
not have audited financial
statements as part of your *23. Do you certify that you will have access to sufficient funds available to cover all project
regular business costs for areas for which you intend to bid? Certification should consider funds needed

. . beyond the anticipated grant amount, such as the BEAD-mandated 25% match, as well as
operations, certify that

audited financial

fund availability to cover project costs prior to receiving reimbursement from BEAD?

| certify
statements will be

provided as a condition to *24 Do you have audited financial statements from your companys most recent fiscal year?
any future subaward. ® Yes No

*Please note that you
must first answer

*244.If so, please upload them.

question 24 with a “Yes” Click or drag file to this area to upload
for the upload box to
open.

I, EEY




ARCONNECT @
BEAD PRE-REGISTRATION APPLICANT USER GUIDE ARConnect

Managerial Capabilities

25. Please provide resumes for key management personnel who may be involved in completion of
BEAD-funded projects in Arkansas. At a minimum, this should include resumes for all C-suite
officers and at least one senior leader who will be accountable for the success of the BEAD-funded
deployment in Arkansas.

26. Please provide organizational charts for parent and subsidiary companies that will be involved
in Arkansas BEAD-funded activity. In the organizational charts, include leadership and those
accountable for BEAD-funded activity.

27. Please provide a narrative explanation of managerial capabilities as related to BEAD
deployment, include experience and qualification of key managerial personnel, leadership's
experience with projects of similar size and scope, any recent or upcoming mergers and
acquisitions, and any relevant policies.

Technical Capabilities

28. Please provide proof of current licensing from relevant regulatory bodies permitting your
operations in Arkansas in the form of scanned or photographed documents.

29. Please provide three examples of past work demonstrating experience in designing and
successfully delivering projects of similar size, duration, and complexity. Examples may be from
material you have produced for other purposes.

30. Please certify that your proposed networks will have the ability to deliver broadband services
meeting the prescribed performance criteria to all eligible locations within included CBGs.

31. Do you certify that you will comply with the cybersecurity and supply chain risk management
requirements on pages 70 - 71 of the BEAD NOFO? To the extent you rely in whole or in part on
network facilities owned or operated by a third party (e.g., purchase wholesale carriage on such
facilities), do you certify that you will obtain attestations from your network provider with respect
to both cybersecurity and supply chain risk management requirements on pages 70 - 71 of the
BEAD NOFO?

32. Please provide a plan to manage risks in your supply chain, such as mitigation of geopolitical
risks, inflationary risks, or other risks that could materially impact project budget or delivery.
(Possible template provided by ARConnect)

33. Please provide a detailed plan to guarantee cybersecurity for all planned networks, in line with
the BEAD requirements as described in ARConnect’s Initial Proposal Vol. 2 Section 2.16.4. NIST
resources:

e https://www.nist.gov/cyberframework

e https://www.nist.eov/profiles-0
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Organizational Capabilities

34. Please provide the number of years during which you have been providing uninterrupted
internet service in Arkansas as well as the number of years providing uninterrupted service in
other U.S. states and territories.

35. Please provide the number of locations currently subscribed to internet services through your
networks and plans.

36. Please provide a list of all federally or State-funded deployment projects, along with their
funding sources and completion or non-completion timelines. Please use the provided template.

37. Please provide a detailed disclosure of ownership and related companies, as required and set
forth in the Code of Federal Regulations Title 47 § 1.2112(a)(1)- (7). "The disclosure shall include a
detailed ownership chart showcasing direct and indirect stakeholders, a list of associated FCC-
regulated entities, and clear explanations of relationships between entities."

38. Please provide a written narrative of any penalties you or a subsidiary, affiliate, or holding
company has incurred in the last 5 years related to deployment projects funded by State or Federal
broadband grants.

39. Please provide the name and details of any instances in the last 5 years in which you have been
found liable in federal or state criminal proceedings or civil litigation related to federally- or state-
funded broadband deployment or services.

Regulatory Compliance

40. If you have offered voice and/or broadband services, certify your timely submission of FCC
Form 477s and, if applicable, a Broadband Deployment Accuracy and Technological Availability Act
submission, as required for the period 2022-2023, in compliance with the FCC’s rules and
regulations. *

*If “No, we did not certify” is selected, you will be asked to explain why an FCC Form 477 was not
submitted.

41.Is there a pending or completed enforcement action, civil litigation, or any other matter related
to non-compliance or alleged non-compliance with page 75 of the BEAD NOFO against your
company?

41a. If so, please provide an explanation.
42. Have you exclusively operated an electric transmission or distribution service?

42a. If yes, please provide qualified operating or financial reports that have been filed with
the relevant financial institution during the time period of your operations.

42b. Additionally, do you certify the accuracy and authenticity of these submissions in
comparison to the reports provided to the relevant financial institution?

43. Do you certify your compliance and the compliance of other entities participating in the project,
including contractors and subcontractors, with all relevant federal and Arkansas state labor and
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employment laws, including laws related to the Occupational Safety and Health Act, Fair Labor
Standards Act, or any other applicable labor and employment laws, over the past three years. If you
do not have any experience operating in Arkansas, do you certify past compliance for States in
which you have operated over the past 3 years.

43a. If you or any other entities participating in the project, including contractors and
subcontractors, have any labor and employment law violations, including violations of other
States' labor and employment laws, over the past three years, please disclose those
violations.

44. Please provide your organization’s policies and procedures designed to ensure compliance with
occupational health and safety laws, including protection for worker-led health and safety
committees.

Section 3: Deployment and Service Commitments

Deployment Commitments

45. Please certify that you will submit all required progress reports and other reports and submit
to all periodic reviews as stipulated by ARConnect during final contracting.

46. Please certify that, once awarded, you will sign the BEAD Grant agreement.

Service Commitments

47. Please certify that you will participate in the Affordable Connectivity Program or any successor
programs in Arkansas for all eligible locations that you are awarded, as required by BEAD
Guidelines section 2.12.2.

48. Please certify your commitment to provide fair and non-discriminatory services to each
customer served by BEAD-deployed infrastructure.

49. Do you certify that you will provide a detailed plan to market internet services to all BEAD-
eligible BSLs and CAls in your project area? Be aware that should you receive BEAD funds, you will
be expected to include a detailed explanation of how you will market your low-cost plan option.
(Plan should include explanation of how plans reflect the needs of the specific population in your
service areas to best distribute information on your services and encourage subscriptions. Plans
must be submitted to ARConnect prior to the disbursement of BEAD funds to subgrantees.)

Section 4: Final Attestation

50. Please attest that all responses and submitted documents are accurate and comprehensive as
of the date of this application being submitted and that this attestation is being completed by an
officer of the company, or legal representative, with binding authority to make these attestations.
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Appendix A

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What if we don’t have audited financial statements?
If your company does not have audited financial statements as part of your regular business
operations, you will need to provide financial statements from the previous fiscal year.

2. Why do I have to submit audited financial statements?
See Financial Capability (BEAD NOFO Section IV.D.2.a) Prospective subgrantees must
submit financial statements from the prior fiscal year that are audited by an independent
certified public accountant. If not previously audited during the ordinary course of business,
prospective subgrantees can provide unaudited statements but must commit to supplying
audited statements by a deadline specified by the Eligible Entity.

Sustainability / Pro Forma Analyses Prospective subgrantees must submit business plans
and related analyses that substantiate the sustainability of the proposed project to the
Eligible Entity. This can be provided in the form of pro forma statements or analyses,
inclusive of cash flow and balance sheet projections, and should include at least three years
of operating cost and cash flow projections post-project completion.

3. What should I do if I don’t have all of the required documentation?
If you don’t have all the documents when you begin working on your application, you can
save your work and log in later to upload additional documents. We strongly recommend
that you assemble all of the necessary information before you begin.

4. Isthere an expected length of time it will take ARConnect to review my application?
Upon receipt of a complete submission, please allow up to 30 business days for review. You
will receive an email if more information is required to complete the review process.

5. Iflstart my application but let it sit for several weeks, will I still be able to access it
when I log back in?
If you saved your application, you will be able to access it when you log back in.

6. Whatifl don’t remember my log-in?
If you forget your password, you can follow the prompts from the log-in screen for help
with your password. You also have the option to log in using your email address.

7. What happens if I don’t meet the deadline to pre-register?
The NTIA has established several essential criteria that subgrantees must meet to qualify.
To comply with these requirements and ensure that ARConnect gathers the critical
information necessary for selecting subgrantees, all applicants must submit a Pre-
Registration Application. Please contact the ASBO if you need more information.
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8. Who should complete this application?
The application should be completed by a representative from the eligible organization who
is an officer of the company or legal representative with binding authority to make these
attestations.

9. Where can I learn more about the Build America, Buy America waivers?
You can find information at https://broadbandusa.ntia.gov/waivers-policies. The Policy and
Waiver Notices page of the NTIA website allows you to search for notices of waiver issued
by NTIA in connection with its Internet for All grant programs. Additionally, a one-pager
containing essential information is also included in Appendix C.
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Appendix C

What types of infrastructure are covered
by Build America, Buy America?

Projects with pubilic functions such as roads, highways, bridges, public
transportation facilities, dams, ports, harbors, railroads, intermadal
facilities, airports, water systems, electrical transmission facilities and
systems, buildings, and of course, broadband infrastructure.

Can BABA he waived for BEAD?

On February 22, 2024, the Mational Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) issued a final limited, general applicahility,
nonavailahility waiver of the BABA domestic content requirement for

the $42.58 Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program.
Recipients and subrecipients receiving federal financial assistance
through BEAD may utilize certain manufacturing products and construction
materials produced outside the United States.

Please refer to the limited waiver for guidance regarding the manufacturing
processes that must be performed in the United States for certain
catepories of products used in BEAD deployments. The final waiver applies
to all funds expendad by BEAD Program award recipients for five years from
the effective date of the waiver, February 22, 2024.

g

99 Specific to broadband expansion,
what cannot be waived?

Non-U.S. fiber, cabinets, vaults, pedestals closures and terminals, specific
manufacturing activities, optical line terminals and remote optical line
terminals, OLT line cards, aptical pluggahles, Standalone Dptical Network
Terminals and Optical Network Units.

Will the Build America, Buy America requirements ever expire?

There are no plans to ease BABA at this time.

Additional official resources:

https://www.commerce.goy/oam/build-americabuy-america
% https:/ /wwrw.eci.gov/current/tle-2/subtitle-8/chapterl/part 184

hitps://www.commerce.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/BABAY: 20Waiver ¥, 208igned pdf

hittps:/ /www fec.gov/supplychain/coveredlist

For the latest updates including our user guide, and webinar / Visit broadbancl.arkansas.gov O]

What is Build America, Buy America?

Congress passed the Build America Buy America Act (BABA), in November 2021 as part of the Infrastructure
Investment and Johs Act (I1JA). The BABA Act states that when government funds are provided for infrastructure
projects, the materials used to build them should he made in the United States.

Why Build America, Buy America?

% ,%\ ]
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Fueling job creation Local business Boosting economic
opportunities resiliance

What does a waiver mean for internet service providers?

Recipients and sub-recipients receiving federal financial assistance under the BEAD Program may ufilize
certain manufactured products and construction materials produced outside of the United States:

Fiier Optic Cable (such as non-optic-glass inputs, connectorization,
plastic and polymers used in fiber optic cahles)

Electronics (all “passive optical equipment” and "electronics” used
in BEAD Program projects)

Enclosures (Enclosures used to protect nefwork equipment, e.2., active
electronics, fiber split or splice, or other connection points)

When did the Build America, Buy America sourcing
requirements initially take effect?

As of May 14, 2022, projects receiving federal financial assistance are ohligated to follow BABA
requirements. That means that past this date:
All manufacturing processes for iron and steel items, from the initial melting stage to the
coating stage, must occar in the United States
For manufacturing products, the final manufacturing process must inclade comprised of
components at least 55 percent mined, produced, or manufactured in the United States

For construction materials, all manufacturing processes must occur in the United States

More to come from NTIA:

NTIA confirmed its intent to publish a list of
manufacturers that have certified that their
products comply with BABA.,

NTIA confirmed its infent to require recipients
of BEAD funds fo report their purchases of
forign items under the waiver.

NTIA is expected to issue additional cuidance on
the “set-certification” and reporting requirements. ElsEE]
e
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